
Elbe River Basin Community

„FGG Elbe“



Die Umsetzung der europäischen Wasserrahmenrichtlinie am Beispiel der Elbe und ihres Einzugsgebietes, 23.10.2007

EU Water 

Framework 

Directive 

Elbe River Basin

110 river basin districts

• 40 international

• 1.000 - 800.000 km² 

• 60 % area: 

international RBD



River Basins in Germany 
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International 
Commission for the
protection of the
Elbe River ICPER

Internationale 
Kommission zum 
Schutz der Elbe 
IKSE

Elbe River Basin
Community
FGG Elbe

Length of Elbe in 

Germany: 727 km

Elbe River Basin Community 

Flussgebietsgemeinschaft (FGG) Elbe



10 Federal States
Bavaria

Berlin

Brandenburg

Hamburg

Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania

Lower Saxony

Saxony

Saxony-Anhalt

Schleswig-Holstein 

Thuringia

+

Federal Ministry for the

Environment, Nature Conversation

and Nuclear Safety

Foundation of the FGG Elbe 

on 4 March 2004 

Elbe River Basin Community 

Flussgebietsgemeinschaft (FGG) Elbe



Chairmanship 

changes every three 

years: 2019 - 2021 

Free and Hanseatic 

City of Hamburg

Elbe River Basin Community 

Flussgebietsgemeinschaft (FGG) Elbe



Elbe River Basin Community 

Flussgebietsgemeinschaft (FGG) Elbe

TASKS:

Coordination of 

the implementation 

of EU directives

• Water Framework 

Directive

• Flood Directive



• unanimous voting

Basic principles of cooperation:

• voluntariness

• cooperation

administrative agreement

rules of procedure

Elbe River Basin Community 

Flussgebietsgemeinschaft (FGG) Elbe



Elbe Ministerial 

Conference

Elbe-Council

Coordinating council

Administrative

office

decision-making

committee

Resolution 

Committee

coordination

committee

WG 

Surface Water

WG 

Ground Water

WG 

Data

AG

Flood-

protection

Ad-hoc

WG 

Nutrients

Ad-hoc

WG 

Pollutants

Ad-hoc

WG 

Quality 

Assurance

Ad-hoc

WG 

Flood

Prediction

Elbe River Basin Community 

Flussgebietsgemeinschaft (FGG) Elbe



Administrative

office

Office of the Elbe River Basin Community 

Flussgebietsgemeinschaft (FGG) Elbe



Water Framework Directive - specific goals

Surface Water:
• "no deterioration“

• Reduction of pollution by priority

substances

• cessation or phasing out of 

discharges, emissions and losses 

by priority hazardous substances

Natural water bodies
• Good ecolocical status

• Good chemical status

Heavily modified/ artificial

water bodies
• Good ecolocical potential

• Good chemical status

Groundwater:
• "no deterioration“

• Prevent further pollutions

• Good status

Good quantity status

Good chemical status

• Reversal of significant and

continuous trends of increasing

concentrations of pollutants
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Analysis of characteristics
of RBM

Update
every six years

River Basin Management Plan
Programme of Measures

Interim report on the implementation of the 
programme of measures

End of possibility of extending the deadline

Monitoring Programmes

WFD - Steps for goal achievment

Interim report on the implementation of the updated programme of 
measures

1. Updated River Basin Management Plan 
1. Updated Programme of Measures

Interim report on the implementation of the updated 
programme of measures

2. Updated River Basin Management Plan
2. Updated Programme of Measures



measures…

Improvement of

the ecological

continuity

WFD – River Basin Management Plan, 

Programme of Measures

River Basin

Management Plan

Programme of

Measures



Elbe Data Information System (FIS)

Elbe River Basin Community 

Monitoring … data information system

Koordiniertes 

Elbe-

Mess-

Programm



FGG Elbe…. measuring station in Schmilka  



FGG Elbe… Helicopter sampling



FGG Elbe… Groundwater monitoring sites–

Elbeaue near Torgau 



Elbe Data Information System 

(FIS)

Elbe River Basin Community 

other tasks – monitoring … data information system



Reports

Elbe River Basin Community 

other tasks…



Elbe overall concept
• Resolution 2017
• Information Bundestag 

29.03.2017
• Resolution  22.06.2017
• now: Implementation … 

Elbe River Basin Community 

other tasks…



WFD - public participation 2019….



Quelle: Philipp Hertzog

Improvement of water structure and continuity

Reduction of significant nutrient and pollutant pollution

Focus on sustainable water quantity management

Reduction of mining consequences

Consideration of the consequences of climate change

WFD Important water management issues

public consultation 2019/ 2020



Improvement of water structure 

and continuity

Quelle: Philipp Hertzog

WFD Important water management issues

public consultation 2019/ 2020



FGG Elbe…  barrage weir Geesthacht



FGG Elbe…  barrage weir Geesthacht



FGG Elbe… Berlin government quarter



FGG Elbe… Kirnitzsch valley Saxony

Fachkolloquium MULE Sachsen-Anhalt       28.08.2017



Quelle: Philipp Hertzog

Reduction of significant nutrient and

pollutant pollution

WFD Important water management issues

public consultation 2019/ 2020



FGG Elbe… Elbe dike near Haseldorf in 

Schleswig-Holstein 



FGG Elbe… Sewage treatment plant in Berlin 

with a view of the Tegeler Lake



FGG Elbe… former Fahlberg-List, Magdeburg 



Quelle: Philipp Hertzog

Focus on sustainable water 

quantity management

WFD Important water management issues

public consultation 2019/ 2020



FGG Elbe… Bleiloch dam in Thuringia



Quelle: Philipp Hertzog

Reduction of mining consequences

WFD Important water management issues

public consultation 2019/ 2020



FGG Elbe… Potash dump near Zielitz (ST) 

© LMBV/Radke



FGG Elbe… opencast tailings lake near Bluno (SN) 

© LMBV/Radke



Quelle: Philipp Hertzog

Consideration of the 

consequences of climate change

WFD Important water management issues

public consultation 2019/ 2020



FGG Elbe…. Dom-rock Magdeburg, Summer 2015



FGG Elbe… dike rupture between Moritz and 

Promnitz, in Saxony, flood 2013



Thank you for your attention!
www.fgg-elbe.de


